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Scope of the analysis 

• The inquiry refers to the transparency obligations as established in the EC 
Decision of 10 November 2010, applicable since 3 March 2011 

• Chapter 3 of Annex I to Regulation 715/2009 introduces a set of transparency 
obligations on transmission system operators (TSOs) in relation to: 

 Content of publication: system and services, capacity information, gas flows, etc. 

 Scope of information published: information for certain relevant points 

 Format of publication: accessibility, frequency, user-friendliness 

• ACER presented the preliminary results based on TSOs’ self-assessment in 
the last Madrid Forum in March 2012 

• The Agency is presenting now the final results of this analysis 

• The analysis covers 40 TSOs from 21 EU Member States (all but Malta, 
Cyprus, and those where TSOs are not yet bound by transparency obligations 
in Regulation 715/2009: Estonia, Finland, Latvia and Luxembourg) 

• The Gas Regional Initiative has been a good instrument for this analysis 

• The South region has also analysed the compliance of LNG and storage 
system operators with articles 15, 19 and 20 of Regulation 715/2009 
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Main findings 
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• In general there is a high degree of compliance, in particular in: 

 Description of transmission system and services 

 Network code and contracts, pressure requirements, interruption procedure 

 Provisions on CAM, CMP anti-hoarding and reutilisation 

 Nomination and matching procedures 

 Balancing rules and imbalance charges 

 Rules for connection to TSOs’ facilities 

 General information on technical/booked-available/firm-interruptible capacity 

 User-friendly instruments for calculating tariffs 

 Form of publication (easy access, user-friendliness, downloadable formats, etc.) 

• However, there is still lack of compliance in a number of areas:  

x Information “near real time” of actual physical flows 

x Historical information on capacities, nominations, interruptions, physical flows 

x Flexibility and tolerance levels, planned and actual interruptions 

x Methodology, process and parameters for capacity calculation 

x Measured values of the gross calorific value or Wobbe index 

x Information about the secondary market (N/A in many cases) and for balancing purposes 
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Notes: 

- Answers where “no” does not imply non-compliance are not considered (e.g. information published by third party) 

- Some results are under revision with the concerned TSOs and NRAs (e.g. Germany – updated at Jan 2012) 

Overview of results 
Level of compliance per TSO 

• On average, about 78% 
of requirements met by 
TSOs 

 

• Twelve TSOs above 90% 
of compliance, 25 above 
80%. Three below 50% 
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All EU countries analysed

Yes Partially No N/A, forthcoming or exemption request pending No data



    
XXII Madrid Forum – 2 October 2012 

• Public consultations of TSOs’ answers have been run in the three gas regions: 

 North-West region: November 2011 – January 2012 (11 responses) 

 South region: March – June 2012 (5 responses) 

 Remaining countries (SSE region and non-GRI): August 2012 (5 responses) 

• In addition, a public workshop was organised by ACER in Ljubljana on 13 September 

General comments 

» Remarkable efforts have been made by TSOs. There has been significant progress 

» However, there is room for improvement. Stakeholders don’t share the overall “green picture” 

» Compliance is not just a “tick-list” exercise, issues are beyond the quantitative analysis 

» TSOs await for specific guidance from NRAs to implement the requirements 

Quality, consistency, frequency and availability of the information  

» Despite overall compliance, large variety in the quality of information 

» Issues on readiness, timeliness, completeness and consistency 

» Multiplicity of sources and websites make it hard to find and process information 

» Quality standards and a single transparency platform supported by many stakeholders 
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Stakeholders’ feedback 

Accuracy of TSOs’ responses 

» The questionnaires broadly reflect the information available, but not always its quality 

» Implicit degree of subjectivity and interpretation concerning some requirements 

» Compliance with some requirements is directly related to market design 

User-friendliness of information and free access 

» The degree of user-friendliness of the websites and platforms differs considerably 

» Standardisation of formats would improve ease of access 

» Information is free of charge, but registration is necessary in some cases 

Availability close to real time 

» Requirement difficult to assess, but in view of many users only a few TSOs publish data 
close to real time 

» Information on actual gas flows seems to be a major issue 

» Insufficient frequency of data publication in some TSO websites compared to others 
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Conclusions and way forward 
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• Satisfactory level of compliance of most TSOs against the transparency 
requirements of Section 3, Annex 1 of Regulation 715/2009, in certain fields: 

 Information about the system, services provided, procedures and general data of technical 
and available/booked capacities 

• Substantial lack of compliance has been identified in certain areas: 

x Information “near real time”, historical information, flexibility and tolerances, interruptions 
and information related to secondary market and balancing  

• There are remaining issues especially as regards timeliness (information near 
real time or as soon as available to the TSO, e.g. gas flows) and quality. 
Stakeholders ask for common standards and EU-wide Transparency platform 

• Different perception by NRA and stakeholders in several instances 

• NRAs should take action to enforce compliance with these requirements, by 
analysing the issues together with TSOs in order to bring them into compliance 

The main conclusions of this analysis will be incorporated 
into the forthcoming ACER/CEER Monitoring report 2012 



  

Thank you for 
your 

attention 

Thank you for your attention! 

www.acer.europa.eu 
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Annex 
 

Detailed results per requirement 
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Note: 

Answers where “no” does not imply non-compliance are not considered 
(e.g. information published by third party) 
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Section 3.1.1 - Form of publication

Yes Partially No Not applicable, forthcoming or exemption pending No data
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Note: 

Answers where “no” 
does not imply non-
compliance are not 
considered (e.g. 
information published 
by third party) 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

a) Description of services

a) Charges

b) Types of transportation contracts

c) Network code and/or standard conditions

1. Harmonised transportation contracts

2. Gas quality parameters (gross calorific value and Wobbe index)

3. Pressure requirements

4. Procedure for interruption of interruptible capacity

d) Harmonised procedures in the transmission system

e).1. Capacity allocation

e).2. Congestion management

e).3. Anti-hoarding

e).4. Reutilisation procedures

f) Rules of secondary market

g) Rules on balancing and calculation of imbalance charges

h) Flexibility and tolerance levels included

h) any flexibility additionally offered and charges

i) Detailed description of  gas system and relevant IPs

i) Names of operators of interconnected systems

j) Rules for connection to the system

k) Information on emergency mechanisms

l) Procedures agreed by TSOs at IPs

l) Agreed procedures on nomination and matching

l) Other agreed procedures (gas flow allocation and balancing)

m) Description of methodology and process for capacity calculation

Number of compliantTSOs

Section 3.1.2 - Content of publication

Yes

Partially

No

Not applicable,
forthcoming or
exemption
pending

No data
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0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

(a) Technical capacity

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Is it published for at least 18 months ahead?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

Aggregated nformation for single final customers and production facilities

(b) Total contracted firm and interruptible capacity

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Is it published for at least 18 months ahead?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

(c) Nominations and re-nominations

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

(d) Available firm and interruptible capacity

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Is it published for at least 18 months ahead?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

(e) Actual physical flows

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

(f) Planned and actual interruption of interruptible capacity

Is it published on a numerical basis?

Is it in hourly or daily periods (smallest reference period)?

Is it published and updated as soon as available to TSO (“near real time”)?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

(g) Planned and unplanned interruptions to firm services

Are planned interruptions published at least 42 days in advance?

Is it published as soon as available to you (“near real time”)?

Do you publish historical information for the past five years?

Number of compliantTSOs

Section 3.3 - Information at all relevant points 

Yes

Partially

No

Not applicable,
forthcoming or
exemption pending
No data
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0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Secondary market: (a) interconnection point where capacity is sold

Secondary market: (b) Type of capacity (entry, exit, firm, interruptible)

Secondary market: (c) Quantity and duration of capacity rights

Secondary market: (d) Type of sale (transfer or assignment)

Secondary market: (e) Total number of trades/transfers

Secondary market: (f) Any other conditions known to the TSO

Secondary market: (a) Description of standardised products

Sec. market: (b) Lead time for implementation, acceptation and registration of secondary trades

Sec. market: (c) Notification to the TSO of name of seller and buyer and capacity specifications

Specific preliminary imbalance volumes and cost data per individual network user

Final data of customers supplied according to standardised load profiles within 14 months

Is confidentiality of commercially sensitive information respected?

Are flexibility services offered, other than tolerances?

If so, are daily forecasts published of maximum flexibility, booked flexibility and available flexibility?

Ex-post information on the aggregate use of each flexibility service at the end of the day

Amount of gas in the system at the start of each gas day

Forecast of amount of gas in the system at the end of each gas day

Amount of gas in the system on an hourly basis

Hourly updates of forecast amount of gas for the end of the gas day

 Alternatively, aggregate imbalance position of users at the start of each balancing period

Forecast of the aggregated imbalance position of all users at the end of gas day

User-friendly instruments for calculating tariffs

Number of compliant TSOs

Section 3.4 - Information regarding the transmission system

Yes

Partially

No

Not applicable,
forthcoming or
exemption pending
No data


