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PRESS RELEASE 
World Forum on Energy Regulation III welcomes the CEER’s new web 

initiative (www.iern.net) in facilitating international co-operation 
· CEER launched the International Energy Regulation Network (IERN) website (www.iern.net) at the World Forum on Energy Regulation III in Washington DC.
· The World Forum of Energy Regulation III applauded the IERN website as an initiative that facilitates international collaboration to the benefit of all energy regulators and market participants.
· Infrastructure investment, regional energy markets and energy access and affordability were the top themes discussed at the World Forum.

European Energy Regulators gathered with their global counterparts at the World Forum on Energy Regulation III in Washington DC from 9 - 11 October.  The Forum focused on three main themes: Investment in Energy Infrastructure; Regional Energy Markets; and access to energy and its affordability.  
Investment is not just an issue for the developing countries where access to energy and its affordability is a huge problem.  Investment is also needed in the developed world in order to modernise energy systems and increase reliability and facilitate cross border trade.  Transparent, predictable regulation is essential in creating the right climate for investment.  
Security of Supply, energy efficiency and sustainability are core issues for energy regulation worldwide.  Forum participants called for “cathedral” style thinking to address these issues as a global community.  
The European Energy regulators vision of creating regional markets – via the ERGEG Regional Initiative – is in keeping with regional market approaches being developed in several other parts of the world.  The regional approach to developing electricity and gas markets across state/national borders was recognised as a particularly useful instrument in building competitive energy markets.  
The Forum welcomed the initiative taken by the CEER to create an International Energy Regulation Network - IERN web platform (www.iern.net), which was officially launched at the Forum in Washington.  

The Closing Statements of WFER III acknowledges that “With the support of the regulatory associations and development agencies, this global web platform will allow for the delivery of mutually beneficial information, a better understanding of trends in market design and regulation, facilitating international collaboration and improved research and training to the benefit of all energy regulators and market participants.”
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Notes to Editors:  

1. The European Regulators Group for Electricity and Gas (ERGEG) acts as an advisory group to the European Commission in consolidating the Internal Market for electricity and gas. Its members are the heads of the national energy regulatory authorities from the 25 Member States and regulators from the candidate countries and the European Economic Area hold Observer status.  The European Commission is represented at a high level. ERGEG website address: www.ergeg.org.

2. The Council of European Energy Regulators (CEER) is the European association of independent national energy regulators from the Member States of the European Union (EU) and the European Economic Area (EEA).  Its overall aim is to facilitate the creation of a single competitive, efficient and sustainable internal market for gas and electricity in Europe.  CEER website address: www.ceer-eu.org.
3. The World Forum on Energy Regulation (WFER) is an event every three years which brings together experts to share experiences in addressing key energy issues.  This event – the third WFER - attracted more than 600 participants from 85 countries including representatives from regulatory authorities, policy makers, consumer and environmental groups, industry, academia and development agencies such as the World Bank.  See the website http://www.worldforum2006.org. 
4. The International Energy Regulation Network (IERN) website (www.iern.net) was mandated in the conclusions of the 2nd WFER (Rome, 2003).  It has been developed with the financial support of the CEER and is project managed by the Florence School of Regulation.  It contains information on the previous World Forum on Energy Regulation, the energy regulators’ regional associations worldwide, information on regulation by country including country fact sheets as well as information on training, conferences and research tools.

5. The Regional Initiatives are an ERGEG initiative launched in 2006 to adopt a regional approach to full market integration by creating 7 Electricity and 4 Gas regions in Europe.  See http://www.ergeg.org/portal/page/portal/ERGEG_HOME/ERGEG_RI.
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