Eni Gas &Power’s response to ERGEG’s Consultation Paper on gas transparency monitoring
Introduction

Eni Gas & Power welcomes the aim of the consultation, recognizing the importance of the correct and complete implementation of Regulation 1775/2005/EC, also in the light of the results of Transparency Monitoring Reports.

A complete and homogeneous level of transparency, has to be considered a priority towards the development of a single European Gas market, while a lack of transparency can create barriers to entry and impacts on the development of competition. An adequate level of transparency has also to be considered a preliminary requirement for the correct addressing of areas considered crucial in view of the development of a single European gas market. (For example the efficient utilisation of the existing transport capacity, interoperability of grids, common balancing mechanisms). 
For this reasons, in our vision it would be important that transparency levels were progressively monitored and that a referring level of transparency to be reached in the European market were identified also as a goal on European Network of Transmission System Operators for Gas (ENTSOG) responsibility. ENTSOG would be able to guarantee better than each single TSOs both the compliance to the Regulation 1775/2005/EC and the development of measures entailing  a common effective and operative framework also in matter of transparency. 
Responses to the main Consultation questions
Question 1: Do you consider the existing transparency requirements to be sufficient?
Question 2: Are the existing transparency requirements too prescriptive?
Question 3: If not, what are areas where more transparency is needed?
Eni Gas & Power considers the existing transparency requirements sufficient. For this reason the priority should be the implementation of existing requirements. An effective transparency should be realized also through the resolution of linguistic barriers. Nowadays often documents are not available in English or are available just after the conclusion of the procedure to which documents are related. Moreover, in order to facilitate the availablity of information it would be useful that, in case of deadlines or new relevant information, TSOs websites sent alert to all transmission users and to operators who registered themselves in the websides.  
Question 5: What are area where further improvements by the TSOs is needed to ensure better usability of the information provided?
An improvements that in our opinion is necessary to allow a better information usability is the adoption of excel or cvs formats to publish numerical data; pdf formats don’t allow to easily handle and elaborate information.

Question 7: Taking transparency forward, what is it that you as users would like to see (e.g. single secondary market platform, specific pieces of information etc.)? 
As user of the European transport system, Eni believes that the following measures could be useful to enhance the competition and the efficient utilisation of the European transport grids.

· Secondary market capacity trading platforms
· Voluntary capacity auction instruments

· Standardized contracts, as eventual not binding capacity trading instruments

· Platforms able to offer coordinated capacity products covering several grids (as a step towards the development of One Stop Shop global instrument). 
The convergence and coherence of measures adopted and products offered should be attaint  through the Gas Regional Initiatives to guarantee an European common referring framework.

Generally speaking Eni believes that the harmonisation of procedures at the interconnection points both within and across each country is an important step to favour an efficient and liquid gas market. This is particularly true for France/Germany and France/Belgium borders, which have a key role as interconnection between North and South Europe.  Considering that 60% of gas consumed in Europe has to cross at least one border, in  view to obtain a single European gas market it is vital to remove all trade and technical barriers which make difficult the trading across borders: all interconnection points, included the cross-border ones and the interconnections between market areas, should become simple “transit points” where a single booking of transit capacity (instead of separate bookings of an entry and an exit capacity) is required.


APEA, 14.01.2008
