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In France, tariffs for access to transmission networks are based on a clearly identified design process, defined by the law of 3 January 2003. 
The French national regulatory authority (the CRE) submits tariffs proposals to the Ministry of Energy, which makes its decision within two months. Transmission tariffs are drawn up “according to public, objective and non-discriminatory criteria, while taking into account both the specificities and the related costs of the service.” Transmission network operators are bound to publish and disseminate general trade conditions for network access. 

This process is in line with the spirit of the article 3 of the Regulation on access conditions to the gas transmission network. Tariffs are transparent and implemented in a non-discriminatory manner. 
Article 3 also -justifiably- mentions the potential impact of tariff structures on the liquidity of the exchanges between the networks. 
It defines the process by which transmission tariffs are to be drawn up and specifies that these tariffs should facilitate gas exchanges and competition. Paragraph 2 also indicates that “tariffs for network access shall not restrict market liquidity nor distort trade across borders of different transmission systems. Where differences in tariff structures or balancing mechanisms would hamper trade across transmission systems, and notwithstanding Article 25(2) of Directive 2003/55/EC, transmission system operators shall, in close cooperation with the relevant national authorities, actively pursue convergence of tariff structures and charging principles including in relation to balancing.”
ERGEG wants to make methodological tools available to operators and national authorities on the design of transmission tariffs, and has launched a public consultation with the stakeholders on the basis of a proposal that deals with both tariffs structures and operators’ incomes.
It is significant that ERGEG has pointed to the issue of potential distortions of cross-border trade as well as initiating a consultation with the stakeholders. This procedure is the best way to support operators’ efforts to design a convergent view on third party access conditions and to urge national regulators to give stronger visibility and long term stability to both network users and shippers. 
However, it is each Member State’s responsibility to set up a favourable regulatory framework for the internal gas market, for security of supply and for the security of both property and persons. Operators’ revenues, fixed on the basis of a coherent set of parameters (related rates and risks, regulated asset base and its evolution, costs), should be integrated within this general framework. They must be adapted to each local context, and adequate to attract capital for important short, medium and long term investments, and include effective incentives. 
Specificities of each transmission network need appropriate tariff structures, set up on the basis of a strong cooperation between operators and national regulatory authorities. An artificially contrived convergence can be therefore considered inappropriate, whereas a shared view, at European level, on tariff structure principles would be a useful tool for operators and national regulators, which would contribute to market development and more liquidity on interconnections. 
The harmonisation of tariff principles such as will promote investments as well as to give to the market the necessary visibility for its development should be favoured over mere convergence of operators’ revenues, and structures and levels of tariffs which would not take local specificities into account (such as network structure, maturity of the market, development needs…). French operators which are already involved with national regulators in ERGEG’s “Regional Gas Initiatives” consider such initiatives as preliminary steps towards the design process for tariff conditions as proposed.
