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PRESS RELEASE
European Energy Regulators to tackle key problems in 2006 

· ERGEG and CEER 2006 Work Programmes identify key actions in 2006 to tackle main problems in energy

· Final 2005 monitoring report on the implementation of Gas Storage Guidelines shows disappointing results (PR-06-01)

· Quality of Electricity Supply report shows fewer electricity supply interruptions (PR-06-02) 

· Regulatory Benchmarking report supports the Commission’s findings (PR-06-03)
The 2006 Work Programmes of the European Regulators Group for Electricity and Gas (ERGEG) and the Council of European Energy Regulators (CEER) detail the priority areas for the work of European energy regulators for the year ahead.  

Regulators will tackle key problems currently preventing further progress towards competitive energy markets in Europe, including the failure to integrate national markets, (highlighted by the European Commission in its 2005 Progress Report and in DG Competition’s sectoral inquiry Issues Paper).

Regulators’ focus will be on cross border issues such as congestion management, fair and non-discriminatory access, transparency issues and balancing.  2006 will be the year of “regional initiatives” – flowing from the Regulators’ Roadmap papers in 2005 - as a practical and achievable way of delivering step-wise progress towards a competitive single European market for electricity and gas.  

Assessing compliance with the existing regulatory framework (such as the Gas Storage Guidelines) will continue to be a key input into ERGEG’s advice to the European Commission.  Three benchmarking reports recently published are:

Monitoring access to gas storage report 
European Energy Regulators’ 2005 report on monitoring the implementation of the Gas Storage Guidelines (GGPSSO) shows that Storage Operators’ compliance with some specific requirements of the GGPSSO is disappointingly poor (especially on transparency, publication of tariffs, and facilitating secondary markets).  Further investigation is also needed with respect to confidentiality and congestion management & capacity allocation mechanisms.

3rd Benchmarking Report on Quality of Electricity Supply 

This benchmarking report on the quality of electricity supply indicates fewer electricity supply interruptions and calls for better “customer service” to electricity customers.  This report includes recommendations for those regulators seeking to introduce an incentive/penalty regulation regime to improve the quality of electricity supply.
Regulatory Benchmarking Report 2005 

This provides information on the status, resources and competencies of each of the national energy regulatory authorities in Europe.  It illustrates, as indicated in the Commission’s 2005 Progress Report, that incomplete or ineffective implementation of European legislation by Member States results in national regulators lacking the legal powers to deliver effective regulation in member states.  For further details, see the links above.
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Ends
Notes to Editors:  

1. The European Regulators Group for Electricity and Gas (ERGEG) acts as an advisory group to the European Commission in consolidating the Internal Market for electricity and gas. Its members are the heads of the national energy regulatory authorities from the 25 Member States but regulators from the candidate countries and the European Economic Area hold Observer status.  The European Commission is represented at a high level. ERGEG website address: www.ergeg.org.

2. The Council of European Energy Regulators (CEER) is the European association of independent national energy regulators from the Member States of the European Union (EU) and the European Economic Area (EEA).  Its overall aim is to facilitate the creation of a single competitive, efficient and sustainable internal market for gas and electricity in Europe.  CEER website address: www.ceer-eu.org.
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