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Measures taken during the crisis

6

• Governmental emergency decisions all over Europe implied immediate measures 

 Regulators (and service providers) switching 

to home office and web services only;

 No contacts with externals/consumers

© imago Steinach 

 DSO/ TSOs/Generators activated

(pandemic) emergency plans to

ensure the security of supply (e.g.

no contacts between working shifts)

Authorities supporting with permits to

ensure access to grids not blocked

Picture: Lukas Dostal / Austrian Power Grid AG (APG Control Centre)



Observations during the crisis
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• Wholesale prices dropped because of a drop in demand

• Crisis shows that diversification, integration, and sustainability of energy production is important as RES 

“took over” and increased its share in prod.

• Positive effect on climate goals – more RES usage reduced CO2 emissions

• The transition towards a “clean energy system” is being pushed ahead

• Regulators are adopting agile “dynamic regulation” to support the energy transition and to adapt swiftly 

to developments without forgetting predictability

• Regulatory principles worked well and Europe’s energy system remains stable and strong based on the 

internal energy market legislation in place

• The economic recovery in Europe will be and must be supported by the EU Commission’s Green Deal 

aim of a carbon neutral Europe by 2050



CEER Paper on Distribution Tariffs (1/2)

CEER concludes: 

• No one-size-fits-all tariff model in Europe

• For cost-reflective tariffs, the cost structure of the networks 

in the short term (losses and congestion costs) and over the 

long term (infrastructure costs) are important.

• The tariff structure can be further differentiated e.g. by time 

(static or dynamic), location, and interruptibility.

• The procurement of flexibility and dynamic tariffs can both incentivize network-beneficial 

customer behavior, but must be carefully considered if applied simultaneously.

• National Regulatory Authorities (NRAs) should consider if increased decentralized 

generation (DG) requires the introduction or increase of tariffs for production, without the 

network charges discriminating between production connected at the transmission and 

distribution level.

https://www.ceer.eu/1928

https://www.ceer.eu/1928


CEER concludes: 

• Smart distribution tariffs should balance the network cost and ensure consumers have smart 

technologies and are able to react to the signals.

• Distribution tariffs for customers with energy storage facilities should reflect the use of the network in 

terms of both energy withdrawal and injection. Avoid any double charging for storage facilities!

• CEER calls for NRAs to review the current tariff structures to identify how they can be improved e.g. 

to create stronger incentives for efficient usage of the grid or to take into account Electric Vehicle (EV)

charging.

• The report provides guidance on what aspects to keep in mind as well as topics for further thinking.

• CEER will look at long term effects of COVID-19 emergency measures and analyze the regulatory 

implications to ensure a smooth return to the (new) normal

CEER Paper on Distribution Tariffs (2/2)
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