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Figure 1: Options of DSO access to flexibility with an emphasis on market-based procurement

According to Article 32 (non-market-based approaches are not comprised). NRA involvement in other categories than market based is not 

plotted in the figure, e.g. in designing network tariffs or setting conditions for non-firm connection agreements.

Principles / preconditions for market-
based procurement (EU wide):
• Equal incentives
• Neutrality and unbundling
• Technical and operational 

preconditions: observability, 
controllability etc.

• Framework for procurement: 
(details national)

 essential for a successful 
implementation of market-based 
flexibility procurement

• Careful design and regulatory assessment of the 
effectiveness of the different categories are critical

► Various approaches to flexibility mechanisms 
that could reach a cost-efficient outcome

► Other forms of flexibility use in the distribution 
grid should be taken into account and could be 
more beneficial in certain situations

Optimal fit to the whole market 

system is necessary
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